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Remember BWA Sunday 


For a long period of years the first Sunday of 
February has been observed around the globe as 
Baptist World Alliance Sunday. In 1955 the date 
will be February the 6th. 

These Sundays in the past have been observed 
in various ways. The message from the officers 
of the Alliance. has been printed in Baptist peri- 
odicals in many lands and numerous languages. 
In thousands of Baptist churches the message has 
been read from the pulpit. 

Preachers all over the world have proclaimed 
our convictions and emphasized anew the basic 
principles of our message. In Chinese, Bengali 
and Telegu, in Finnish, Serbian and Italian, in 
Yoruba and Basakata, in Spanish and Portuguese, 
and more languages than you can guess, wor- 
shippers have been reminded of the ties binding 
them to fellow believers in other lands. Prayers 
have been offered for all the brethren, especially 
for those living under persecution or forever sepa- 
rated from their homelands through the upheavals 
of our times. 

In many countries fellowship offerings have 
been taken toward the relief of distressed co- 
believers, or toward the support of that organiza- 
tion which more than anything else symbolizes and 
promotes the spiritual oneness of our people every- 
where—the Baptist World Alliance. 

In 1955, the Alliance will be fifty years old. 
Not all Baptists can be present in the Royal Albert 
Hall on July 17, when the birthday of the world 
organization of Baptists will be celebrated, but in 
this year of the Golden Jubilee, millions can ob- 
serve Baptist World Alliance Sunday in one or 
more or all of the ways mentioned above. 


A.T.O. 


Special Arrangements for Baptist Tourists 


Organizers of tours who expect to visit Israel 
tither before or after the meeting of the Alliance 
July 16-22 are invited to contact Missionary R. L. 


| Lindsey, Baptist House, Box 154, Jerusalem, Israel. 


Dr. Lindsey is a missionary of the Southern Bap- 
tist (USA) Convention. 

Young Baptists who want inexpensive barracks- 
type accommodations in London at Grange Farm 
are asked to make application through the Youth 
Secretary, 4 Southampton Row, London W. C. 1. 
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BWA President and Mrs. Lord in Australia 


The Baptists of Australia welcomed Dr. and 
Mrs. F. Townley Lord on September 19 for a two 
months’ visit. It was the first time in history that 
a president of the Baptist World Alliance had 
visited that continent. 

The formal introduction of Dr. Lord to the New 
South Wales Baptist Assembly, which was in ses- 
sion when he arrived, made reference to an item in 
the Sydney Press. It said, “Dr. F. Townley, Lord 
president of the Baptist World Alliance, .. .” 

After three days in Sydney, the Lords flew to 
Perth to take part in the West Australian Baptist 
Assembly. From Tasmania Dr. Lord wrote on 
October 20: “We have had fine meetings in 
Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Hobart, and 
Launceston. I forget how many radio talks I 
have given. I know that one day I was on the air 
four times! My wife too is having a good share 
of meetings, averaging three in every state assem- 
bly. We go from here to Canberra, where I have 
to open a new church, to Brisbane, Sydney again, 
and then to New Zealand. It is all most enjoyable. 
The Australian delegation to the 1955 Congress 
are so keen about the visit to London that some 
have asked whether I think the Baptists may re- \ 
ceive an invitation to tea at Buckingham Palace!” 

Dr. and Mrs. Lord expect to return to London 
in December. 


Secretary Sorenson on Tour of Asia 


Joel Sorenson, BWA Youth Secretary, left Stock- 
holm as scheduled October 10 for a 70-day trip to 
the Orient. He will visit chiefly those countries 
which have never had an official visit from a BWA 
secretary, or have not had a recent one, The exec- 
utive secretary, Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, spent some 
time in India in 1953, therefore Mr. Sorenson will 
make only brief stops in India. 

From October 21-November 13 he is in Japan. 
He goes to Korea for November 13-20 and to 
Tokyo November 20-21. From there he goes to 
Taiwan for three days, then to the Philippines No- 
vember 23-December 4, Thailand December 5-9, 
Burma December 9-16, and Calcutta December 
16-19, 

His tour is being financed chiefly by young 
Baptist groups of several smaller European coun- 
tries and of the United States, 











Baptist Homeless of Europe Seek Freedom 


Names of 2,500 Baptist refugees in Europe are 
on. file in the Baptist World Alliance relief office, 
Washington, D. C., awaiting a chance to emigrate. 
More than 10,000 have been resettled in various 
parts of the world by the BWA since the refugee 


resettlement: program was begun in 1947, accord- 


ing to the director, Adolph Klaupiks,. New legis- 
lation in the USA permits the resettlement of 
114,000 more homeless persons, and the BWA has 
submitted to the State Department assurances for 
266 persons. 

The executive committee in session in Louisville 
in September adopted a budget of $30,000 for the 
relief committee’s work in 1955. Dr. R. Paul 
Caudill of Memphis, Tenn., continues as chairman. 





Next BWA Administrative Committee Meeting 
November 23, Washington, D. C. 


Australasia 
Australia 


The fifth Pan-Australian Baptist Youth Con- 
ference will be held in January in Western Aus- 
tralia, using the same theme as the Rio Youth 
Conference, “The Living Christ Must Reign.” 
Chairman of the Australian Baptist Youth Com- 
mittee is R. G. Giles. 


Europe 


European Council 

The Council of the European Baptist Federa- 
tion met in Munich, Germany, in September. 
The president of the Baptist Union of Sweden, 
the Rev. Reuben Swedberg, reports: 

“The gathering took place in the Old People’s 
Home, erected after the war by the Baptist 
World Alliance, a splendid monument to Bap- 
tist relief work in our divided continent. The 
institution gives a home to about fifty elderly 
refugees from Russia, Poland and the Baltic states. 

“The outgoing president, the Rev. Henry Cook 
of London, presided over the meeting, in which 
representatives of most European countries out- 
side the Iron Curtain took part. Among matters 
discussed were the joint work in Strasburg and 
the support of promising youth work in Austria.” 

Plans for a possible European Baptist Con- 
vention in Oslo in 1958 were discussed. Dr. Man- 
fredi Ronchi of Rome, Italy, a BWA vice-presi- 
dent, was elected president for the next two-year 
term, and Dr. Hans Luckey of Germany was 
elected vice-president. 

“Finally, it was decided,” according to Mr. 
Swedberg, “to approach the Baptist World Al- 
liance regarding appointment of a full-time worker 
in Europe to succeed Dr. W. O. Lewis, who re- 
tires next year. This new man could give his 
time partly to the BWA and partly to the Federa- 
tion. Very encouraging reports were given con- 














cerning work in Catholic countries. The whole 
meeting was characterized by joyous will to work 
and optimism regarding the future.” 






Russia 

BWA Associate Secretary W. O. Lewis, report. 
ing on his. fifth visit to the Soviet Union, June, 
1954, draws a contrast between the Russia of 192) 
and Russia ‘today. With visits in’ 1929, 1932, and 
1935, he was able to follow the course of Baptist 
life in the country during the three decades. 

“First of all, I noticed a great improvement jn 
the country,” he says. “The people were better 
dressed. There are many automobiles on the 
streets. .. . There is a great shortage of hymn. 
books (in the churches). About the only ones we 
saw were old copies of Goosli, a hymnal printed. 
in Lodz, Poland, in 1924. This company was sup. 
ported at the time by Baptists of the Northen 
States. Our people knew many hymns by heart, 
and the choirs are using hectograph copies of the 
music they sang. 

“And Bibles are very scarce. The Bibles we 
saw were printed in Russia from plates paid for by 
the American Bible Society in 1926. At the time, 
25,000 copies were printed. None have been 
printed since, and we could learn of no Bible sent 
in from the outside in recent years. It is hoped 
that our friends may soon be able to print both 
Bibles and songbooks. 

“We made inquiry everywhere about religiou 
freedom. Our brethren told us that Baptists are 
free to carry on their work everywhere in the 
Soviet Union. . . . Sunday schools are still for. 
bidden. But they do very well teaching religion to 
their children in the home. Perhaps we rely to 
much on our Sunday schools. . ...” 


Latin America 





















Brazil 


With 2 per cent of the population of the world, 
47 per cent of the people of South America, and 
a third of all the people of Latin Americ, 
Brazil is a vast mission field, entered in 1880 by 
the Southern Baptists, USA. Its 3,286,169 
square miles are divided into twenty states, five 
territories, and a Federal District. Under the 
Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Cor 
vention, it is administered through three Missions: 
the Equatorial Brazil Mission, the North Braz 
Mission, and the South Brazil Mission. 

Since its discovery Brazil has been influenced 
by Portugal. It became an independent empirt 
in 1822, and a republic in 1891, but Portugues 
is the language of the country. The European: 
who settled in Brazil brought the Roman Catholit 
faith, and the Jesuit Order penetrated the cor 
tinent in an effort to evangelize the Indian an 
native South Americans. In spite of the permet 
tion of Catholic doctrine, Brazil established : 
republic with absolute separation of church ani 
state, and complete freedom of worship. 
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Says Professor S. A. Newman of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in the September 
issue of The Commission, “The [Roman] Church 
has never exercised a spiritual influence com- 
mensurate with its pervasive quantity. During 
the 400 years of its religious monopoly, the cen- 
ter of gravity of the nation’s culture was in secu- 
lar interests, usually economic.” 

Baptists of Brazil now number 121,101, in 
1123 churches, with 179 Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries. The Brazilian Baptist Convention 
maintains a Home and a Foreign Mission Board, 
with’ representatives in Bolivia and Portugal. 


North America 
Canada 


A strong Baptist group in St. John’s, the capital 
of the newest province and oldest historic settle- 
ment of Canada, may soon become the first Bap- 
tist church of Newfoundland. 

October 31 was observed as Newfoundland Sun- 
day throughout the Canadian Baptist Union, in the 
efort to raise $50,000 to launch a building pro- 
gam for a Baptist church in the Newfoundland 
capital. The island lies across the mouth of the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. Newfoundland became the 
tenth province of Canada by a majority decision 
of a free electorate March 31, 1949. Its popula- 
tion of 400,000 is growing. About a third are 
Roman Catholic. The Church of England is the 
strongest Protestant body, with the United Church 
of Canada, the Salvation Army, and the Pente- 
costal assemblies next in order. Since the colony 
became a province, numerous government officials 
and representatives of business firms, educators 
and military personnel have moved to St. John’s. 
Many of these are Baptists. 

A Baptist fellowship has been formed under the 
leadership of Dr. F. H. Northover. The group 
appeals for a pastor and assistance in securing an 
adequate house of worship. 


Southern Baptist Convention 


Dr. Frank K. Means succeeds the late Dr. Ever- 
ett Gill, Jr., as the Foreign Mission Board’s sec- 
retary for Latin America. Dr. Means has been 
secretary of education and promotion for the past 
seven years, during which time he has visited the 
Latin American mission fields and made a tour of 
the world. He accepted the staff position at the 
mission board after several years as professor of 
missions, Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

An offering taken at the final rally of the four- 
week evangelistic crusade by Billy Graham in 
Nashville, Tenn., will be used for another crusade 
in Europe. The evangelist said that the crusade 
will cost about $150,000. He announced that the 
Billy Graham team would devote one-half of its 
time next year to Europe. 

“We will leave March 8 and return in August,” 
he said. The 1954 crusade if Europe cost the 


Billy Graham Association about $400,000. After 
the crusade in Nashville, the team went to New 
Orleans for a program beginning October 3. 


United States 
Baptists made a distinctive contribution to the 
second assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Evanston, Ill., in August, according to observers. 
Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the 





Meet a Vice-President 


Louie D. (for DeVotie) 
Newton, pastor of Druid 
Hills Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A., 
since 1929, has been a 
member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the 
BWA since 1939. He 
was chairman of local 
organization for the 
sixth Congress in At- 
lanta that year and was 
elected an honorary as- 
sociate secretary. In 1950 at Cleveland he was 
elected vice-president. One time history pro- 
fessor, Dr. Newton became editor of his state Bap- 
tist paper, The Christian Index, in 1920. He is a 
columnist and regular contributor to the denomi- 
national and the daily press. He is a member of 
the executive committee of the Georgia Baptist 
Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention. 
He and Mrs. Newton have two daughters. 








Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, con- 
ducted the devotional meditation on Saturday, the 
21st, and was later named chairman of the De- 
partment of Information, created at Evanston. He 
is vice-chairman of the Central Committee. 

Dr. Johannes Norgaard of Denmark was a mem- 
ber of the committee on Proselytism. Dr. Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, pastor of Delmar Baptist Church, St. 
Louis, was chairman of a subcommittee on “Ex- 
ploring Frontiers in Evangelism.” 

Dr. Benjamin Mays, president of Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, delivered the message on “The 
Church and Racial Tensions.” 

Dr. Reuben Nelson, general secretary of the 
American Baptist Convention, served as chairman 
of Group 6 on'the main theme. Dr. John E. Skog- 
lund of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society was secretary of Group 9, and Dr. Herbert 
Gezork, president of Andover-Newton Theological 
Seminary, ‘was secretary of Group 11. 

The American Baptist Convention had 12 dele- 
gates, 18 ‘accredited visitors, and one consultant. 
The National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., had 9 
delegates and 13 accredited visitors. The Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland sent 5 dele- 
gates and’5 accredited visitors. The Baptist Union 
of Denmark was represented by Dr. Norgaard. 
Burma Baptist Convention is a member of the 
World Council but was unable to send a delegate. 





Johannes Norgaard, president of the Danish 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Tollose, Denmark, 
and vice-president of the Baptist Union of his 
country, was awarded an honorary degree of doc- 
tor of divinity by William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo., at its opening convocation. 


The Seventh-Day Baptist General Conference, 
holding its 142nd annual session in Milton, Wis., 
adopted a resolution appealing for “freedom of 
worship for all” in Colombia, South America. 
Copies were sent to members of the appropriate 
committees in the United States Congress. 


Baptists of Taiwan (Chinese name for Formosa) 
organized a convention in July. The eleven Bap- 
tist churches reported a membership of 2,000, 
with 748 persons baptized during the past year. 
Several churches with 200 to 400 members are 
without resident pastors. The island has a pop- 
ulation of 9 million. 


“The amazing Taylor Brothers’—the “whis- 
tling preacher” and the pianist who conduct 
evangelistic crusades—held a campaign in Bris- 
bane, Queensland, Australia, in August, attracting 
30,000 people to the city tabernacle. The English- 
born Americans are devoting six months of this 
year to evangelism in Australia and New Zealand. 


After the Baptists instead of the brewers of the 
city of Louisville sponsored a summer of baseball 
broadcasts, radio station WGRC, Louisville, Ky., 
dropped all beer advertising. This is said to be 
the second major-network affiliate in the country 
to drop beer commercials. 


The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 
Minneapolis, Minn., recently received letters from 
conscience-stricken persons who said they had de- 
frauded two insurance companies. One sent $52 
and another $500. Many letters are received con- 
taining money for the Internal Revenue Bureau, 
for income tax returns. 


Spurgeon’s College Conference conferred its 
highest honor upon Dr. C. J. Tinsley of Australia 
by electing him vice-president. The vice-president 
automatically becomes president. The college ex- 
pects him to be in London next summer. 


The Spanish Baptist Seminary, at Barcelona, 
opened September 14 with twelve students. Ap- 
plicants from all parts of Spain had to be turned 
down for lack of space and teaching staff. The 
seminary is manned by three missionary couples 
from the Southern (USA) Baptist Convention and 
three national pastors. 


Baptists in Israel still do not have religious free- 
dom. The Ministry of Religion has refused to 
permit the Nazareth pastor to perform wedding 
ceremonies; there is no civil ceremony in Israel. 


The American Baptist Convention’s two home 
mission agencies—the 122-year-old Home Mission 
Society and the 77-year-old Woman’s Home Mis. 
sion Society—are making plans to merge if the 
Convention in session next May approves. The 
two agencies have more than 1,000 missionaries, 


Every tenth person you meet in the United 
States, according to the Yearbook of American 
Churches, is a Baptist belonging to one of the 25 
different branches of the Baptist fellowship, 
When you see two Negro-Americans, one is q 
Baptist usually. Baptists form the largest Prot. 
estant “family” group in America, with a total of 
17,990,613. 


An independent radio telecommunications net. 
work will soon be in operation between New 
Guinea and Papua, as a result of the work of the 
Christian Radio Missionary Fellowship. This is 
of great advantage for missionary aviation, as well 
as general missionary activity in the islands. 


Dr. George W. Truett’s church marches on, as 
the following ten-year record under the leadership 
of his successor Dr. W. A. Criswell, will show: 
In 1944 Sunday school enrolment was 3,528, 
today, 5,098; Baptist Training Union enrolment 
513, today 1,722; number of staff members 12, 
today 45; church membership 7,804, today 10,523; 
budget $200,000, today $605,000. 


Philippine Baptist mission property damaged 
during World War II will soon be rebuilt or re- 
paired with government insurance money paid to 
the Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, New York City. Mrs. Frank C. Wigginton 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., is president of the Society. 


Yugoslav Baptist churches are youthful. Of 
the 250 persons baptized in 1953, 180 were young 
people. About 40 per cent of the total church 
membership are young people. Of the ten Baptist 
preachers, three are under thirty, and four are 
between thirty and forty years of age. 


Swedish Baptists have discovered that “God 
works both summer and winter” and a series of 
winter camps is held each Christmas vacation. 
Last year six camps attracted 225 young people. 


An Arab Baptist Bible Conference held in 
Ajloun, Jordan, at the Baptist hospital and Bap- 
tist school, attracted 106, not counting the 50 
members of the hospital and school staffs which 
helped put on the conference. “I have never be- 
fore seen so many people who believe in Jesus 
Christ,” one participant testified. 


“A statement of Scriptural teaching concer 
ing the relationship of church and state and s0- 
ciety” will be formulated by a committee of Bap- 
tist scholars soon to be named by the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Washington, 
D. C. 





